GEORGE THE THIRD
taking a step which could only react to his own disadvantage
when [as he was certain would happen] he was recalled to direct
the Government. George did not share Mahon's optimism : he
was not unnaturally uneasy about the irregularity of the con-
stitutional position — a First Minister who could not command a
majority in the House of Commons. Again and again he
broached the subject of a dissolution. When it was made clear
that if the King insisted then Pitt must resign George was in a
torment of anxiety.
If you resign, Mr Pitt, I must resign too !
There is apology ia the King's tone in the letter which he wrote
to Pitt on February
Mr Pitt is so well apprised of the mortification I feel at any possi-
bility of ever again seeing the heads of Opposition in public
employments — and more particularly Mr Fox, whose conduct has
not been more marked against my station in the Empire than
against rny person — that he must attribute my want of perspicuity,
in my conversation last night, to that foundation.
It is hardly necessary to say what the topic of conversation had
been that evening.
Pitt's plan worked.   The feeling in the country is reflected in
a letter written towards the end of February :
Pitt rises every day in character and estimation as to abilities.
On February 28th he was the guest of the City of London; and
among those who paid tribute to his courage was Wilkes. On
his return from the civic reception Pitt was attacked by hooligans
outside Brooks's ; and had it not been for the courage of his
brother, Chatham, and brother-in-law, Mahon, things might
have gone badly with him. But the incident did a tremendous
amount of damage to Fox's reputation ; and although he pro-
tested that he knew nothing about the attack, being in bed with
his mistress, Mrs Armstead, at the time, few people believed him.
As soon as George learnt of the danger in which Pitt had been
placed he wrote to him :
I was much hurt at hearing since the Drawing Room of the outrage
committed the last night under the auspices of Brooks's against
Mr Pitt on his return from the City, but am very happy to find he
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